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Introduction
Why this manual?  
This manual, which focuses on the gender per-
spective in the new history of Kosovo, seeks to 
raise awareness and knowledge of gender as 
an analytical category in the teaching of his-
tory and participation of women in important 
historical processes and events at the end of 
’80s and ‘90s of XX century. Further, the man-
ual seeks to empower teachers in Kosovo in 
applying the gender perspective and analysis 
while developing materials and textbooks for 
elementary and high schools. The manual can 
also be used for the subjects of sociology and 
civic education, and for inter-curricular topics 
in high school. The chapters presented in this 
manual seek to: 

   Promote gender as an analytical category in 
teaching history so that students understand 
and learn about the social constructs of gen-
der and history;

   Apply gender analysis in various historical 
sources to develop critical thinking and gen-
der sensitivity;

   Include visual methodologies in the teaching 
of history in order to foster interactive learn-
ing, critical thinking, and teamwork on topics 
concerning gender and women in history.  

   Encourage curiosity and skill in historical re-
search with a gender perspective. 

The manual is based on competence devel-
opment-based teaching for competencies 
foreseen in the curriculum framework. Critical 
teaching of history from a gender perspective 
shall enable students to examine, understand, 
and raise questions on gender, gender norms, 
and relations in present-day history. 

To whom is the manual dedicated to?
This manual is envisaged as a complementa-
ry resource to be used by teachers of History. 
In compliance with the curricula documents 
issued by the Ministry of Education, Science, 
Technology, and Innovation of the Republic of 
Kosovo – MESTI, the chapters in this manual 
are dedicated to students of X and XII grades 
for the subject of History. However, they can be 
also used in other subjects of the curriculum, 
such as Society and Environment, Civic Edu-
cation, Sociology, Psychology, and Philosophy 
and Logics, for X, XI and XII grades, depending 
on the content of programs for these subjects.
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What is the content of the manual?  
The manual comprises of five chapters, includ-
ing an introduction, basic material, and method-
ological instructions on how to use the material:

Chapter I. Gender, women, and the conflict in 
Kosovo 1989-1999

Chapter II. Independent/parallel institutions: 
Civic mobilization and daily life  

Chapter III. Women’s activism in the 1990s  

Chapter IV.  Resistance paradigm shift 

Chapter V. History teaching from a gender per-
spective 

The descriptive parts offer students the 
necessary information to comprehend the 
basic concepts and the gender perspective 
in history learning for the ’80s and ’90s of the 
XX century in Kosovo. The interactive parts 
provide teachers with strategies and examples 
for interaction that place students at the 
centre, thus encouraging among them critical 
thinking and active learning. The descriptive 
and interactive parts relate to one another 
and are supported by additional explanatory 
materials (assignments, reflection questions, 
and a glossary of key terms).  

How to use the Manual?  
The chapters provide a supplementary and 
alternative material for history textbooks cur-
rently in use. Each chapter in the Manual can 
be used for one or more teaching classes not 
only in the subject of History but also in other 
subjects of the curricula, such as Society and 
Environment, and in inter-curricular cases.

The Manual provides a triple teaching and par-
ticipation methodology:  
1. Descriptive and introductory part by the 

teachers;
2. Group work; and  
3. Individual work.  

These three methodological segments are 
interrelated and contain respective resources 
and illustrations. Teachers are encouraged to 
use the Manual based on the learning results 
and use it as a starting point to integrate a gen-
der perspective in history teaching.  

How was this Manual drafted?  
In 2021, the forumZFD – Program in Kosovo 
initiated an independent study on gender rep-
resentation in textbooks about History for high 
schools in order to encourage actions support-
ed by the findings of the study on the integra-
tion of the gender perspective. The Organisa-
tion forumZFD is an international non-govern-
mental organization (INGO) founded in Ger-
many in 1996. forumZFD works in the field of 
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conflict transformation in Europe, the Middle 
East, and South-East Asia. In Kosovo, this orga-
nization focuses on topics of dealing with the 
past and peace education. The research was 
followed by workshops, with the participation 
of MESTI representatives, scholars, civil soci-
ety representatives, teachers, and journalists, 
where they discussed about the study findings 
and identified the approaches, events, and top-
ics to be included in the manual. The workshop 
increased their knowledge of gender perspec-
tive and activism of women at the end of the 
’80s and ’90s and contributed to shaping the 
key pillars of the manual. Aiming for suitable 
material for the teachers, the data followed by 
the study and the workshop reflections are in-
cluded in the teaching plans compiled by the 
group that worked on drafting the manual. 

Further, the work on the manual was inspired by 
the contribution of many women in the new his-
tory of Kosovo and by the activism on increas-
ing the visibility of women in the public realm 
such as education, science, economy, politi,cs 
and culture. This manual is an initial but signifi-
cant step to constructing a gender perspective 
history. As such, the manual shall increase the 
awareness of gender perspective in the social 
dynamics and institutional teaching of history. 
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1
Chapter

Source: "Koha Ditore"
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Gender and gender role differences between men and 
women are a social construct. Gender is constructed 
through (the) interaction with social structures. Beliefs and 
values on differentiated gender roles and power relations 
are central to the social dynamics before, during, and af-
ter the conflict. In a society with large power differences 
between women and men, men act mainly in the public 
sphere, whereas women (are) in the private sphere of their 
homes and families. Conflicts affect women and girls dif-
ferently than men and boys. Various factors such as eth-
nicity, age, social and economic class, ability etc., impact 
the shaping of conflict experiences and the overcoming of 
gender differences. Gender roles that could have been tra-
ditionally determined as woman/man before the conflict 
change as a result of the conflict. 
 
The word “conflict” stems from the Latin word conflictus, 
which means clash/dispute. 

In a conflict, all social and institutional structures become 
targets of attack through various forms and strategies that 
are used. When understood as such, conflict concerns 
politics, power, the fight between states/peoples, the re-
building of institutions, and peace-making. To better un-
derstand the conflict, one should take into consideration 
four components. 

   The term conflict is 
used here to indicate 
political and armed 
conflict between states 
or even within a state.

Gender, women, and the con-
flict in Kosovo in 1998-1999

   Article 13 of Resolution 
1325 stipulates:

[The Resolution] 
Encourages all those 
involved in the planning 
for disarmament, 
demobilization and 
reintegration to consider 
the different needs of 
female and male ex-
combatants and to take 
into account the needs of 
their dependants;

Discuss: Why the United 
Nations differentiate 
between various gender 
needs and how does is 
that related to the gender 
aspect in conflict?
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Propaganda poster in the period of 
Fascist Italy. Translated text:

   The Italian woman with 
her sacrifices marches 
together with the 
fighters 

Source: https://galvanjacqueline.
wordpress.com/2016/04/15/gino-
boccasile-opticc-5/

Gender is an element of conflict that does not concern 
only women. Gender and women should be seen as pro-
tagonists in the conflict. The focus not only on women but 
on gender too involves an analysis of ideas as to what is 
considered feminine (femininity) and what is considered 
masculine (masculinity) and the forms of gender study that 
not only define conflict but are also defined by the conflict. 
A gender analysis addresses (the) gender roles of wom-
en and men and the relations between men and women 
during the conflict. A gender analysis of the conflict identi-
fies the nature of how gender changes during the conflict 
and the gender dimensions in the peace-making process.1  
Women are often seen as victims in situations of conflict. 
However, they play multiple roles. They are mothers, care-
givers in the family, fighters, and peace activists. Civilians, 
especially women and children, are the majority of those 
who are affected by armed conflicts, including refugees 
and displaced persons.  This urged the United Nations to 
adopt Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace, and Security to 
address gender issues in conflicts and peace-making2. 

Resolution 1325 brings to the attention the differentiated 
gender influence and recognizes the contribution of wom-
en and men for sustainable peace through equal partici-
pation in conflict transformation processes and structures. 

Gender scholars argue that nation, national identity, and 
nationalism function through gender. They have empha-
sized that women, in the nationalist outlook and practice, 
as cultural forms, as embodied signifiers and activists, play 
a biological role in social reproduction.
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It is a well-known fact that a nation often is symbolized by 
a woman and vice-versa, women often serve as symbolic 
signifiers of the cultural identity of a group that includes 
the repository of its traditions, reproduction, originality, and 
its labor force and soldiers3. Thus, against this analysis of 
structural inequalities in a conflict one should also look into 
the stories that maintain the national identity. Who are the 
heroes and heroines? How are women portrayed? How are 
men portrayed? 

In Kosovo, the main stories on history, remembrance, and 
commemoration focus on men, and values of masculini-
ty shape the processes of “national imagining” – or how a 
nation is imagined.  In this imagining, women’s roles relate 
to the family, as one of the main gender roles for them. 
However, women in Kosovo played an active role in the 
state-forming processes too. They participated in the ef-
forts for independence. Likewise, women were active in the 
armed resistance, in the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA). Yet, 
in general, the role of women in state-forming process-
es was not duly dealt with or remembered compared to 
that of men4. Women’s participation in the state-forming 
processes produces potential emancipating and liberating 
material, and challenges traditional views of femininity and 
masculinity. However, even post-conflict women remain 
“secondary” activists and are always pushed toward the 
private sphere. Therefore, we ask: why do women remain 
invisible in the history of conflict, collective remembrance, 
peace-making, and state-forming processes?
 

   Dhaskarina 
Pinoçi - Laskarina 
Bubulina; Fighter 
and commander of 
warship Agamemnon 
during the Liberation 
War of Greece (1821)

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Laskarina_Bouboulina 

   “If they don't give you a 
seat at the table, bring 
in a folding chair” 

Shirley Anita St. Hill Chisholm was 
the first African-American woman 
in Congress (1968) and the first 
African-American woman who 
rasked for nomination for President 
of the United States from one of 
the two main political parties (1972)

Source: https://www.womenshistory.
org/education-resources/
biographies/shirley-chisholm
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Learning results:
   Describes the concepts of gender, conflict, and gender roles during the conflict. . 
   Makes a distinction of gender influence on society during and after the conflict.
   Argues about the gender perspective and contribution of women activists in history. 

 Duration: 1 x 45 min. 

ACTIVITY 1

Methodological instructions on 
how to use the manual 

The teacher divides students into groups. The teacher asks the 
groups to fill in the table below.  “Describe the concepts of Gender, 
Conflict, and Gender Roles in Conflict”:

Gender, women, and the conflict  
in Kosovo in 1998-1999

1. Gender Conflict Gender Role in Conflict

Time:
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ACTIVITY 2

ACTIVITY 3

The teacher asks the students to read carefully the basic material 
and respond to questions using the approach “Through her/their 
eyes (viewpoints).”

Discuss with the students the four key elements for conflict analysis:

Referring to the text in Topic #1 think about and respond to these questions:

Group 1:
1. What is the role of gender under conflict circumstances?
2. Should gender responsibility be divided under conflict circumstances?
3. How does conflict influence gender roles?

Group 2:
1. What types of conflict are you aware of?
2. How was the term conflict used in this manual?
3. How are women viewed during (a) conflict?

Groupi 3:
1. What do gender scholars argue about the gender role in shaping nations?
2.  Discuss why the United Nations Organization makes a distinction between various gender 

needs and how does this distinction relate to the gender aspect during (a) conflict. 
3. Based on the text, analyse how women are portrayed during the conflict.

1.  Profile. To determine the conflict profile, some of the questions to be asked are: (i) What is the 
context of the conflict? (ii) What is the history of the conflict? (iii) Which political, economic, and 
social institutions and structures have shaped the conflict? 

2.  Actors. We should ask (i) Who are the influential actors in the conflict? (ii) Who are the key 
actors? (iii) and what are their interests, goals, hopes, positions, preferences, expectations, and 
motivations?

3.  Causes. Here we research into (i) What causes a conflict? (ii) Which are the structural and 
immediate causes? 

4.  Conflict dynamics. We ask, (i) What are the conflict dynamics? (ii) What incites a conflict? And 
(iii) Which scenarios could be built? 
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2
Chapter

Photo: Eliza Hoxha
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Independent/parallel 
institutions: Civic 
mobilization and daily life 

The end of the 1980s and 1990s of the previous century 
brimmed with various forms of resistance, which, if we were 
to make a definition and description of how they emerged 
as accurate historical units, would be difficult to achieve. In 
that period there existed a type of similarity and continuity 
inside the atmosphere, events, and patriotic feelings that 
permeated the Albanian population in Kosovo, as part of 
(the) socialist Yugoslavia.

In February 1989, the Belgrade power decreed an ex-
traordinary state of affairs and put in place the “special 
measures” for Kosovo. Hereafter, discrimination against 
Albanians was legitimised, a discrimination that was con-
vincingly sealed by imposing the Law of the Republican 
Assembly of Serbia in Kosovo, and amending the Constitu-
tion of 1974, which, until that time, guaranteed Kosovo the 
status of an autonomous province5. In the program of 30 
March 1990, published in the Official Gazette of Serbia, en-
titled “The program to establish peace, freedom, democ-
racy, and prosperity in the Autonomous Serbian Province 
of Kosovo”, a series of legal amendments came into power, 
enabling a transfer of competencies from all state struc-
tures of Kosovo to the Serbian structures, namely to the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Serbia6. This 
furthered the exclusion of the Albanian population from the 
state structures of Yugoslavia.

Based on the willpower 
expressed with 
decisiveness Kosovo-
wide by the majority of 
the Kosovo population, 
a willpower that was 
sublimated even in the 
statements of the ASHA 
of Kosovo about the new 
constitutional position of 
Kosovo, and based on the 
role and position of the 
Kosovo Assembly as the 
highest representative and 
constitutional body of the 
power and self-governing 
in Kosovo, the Assembly of 
Kosovo solemnly stated:

   The Constitutional 
Declaration 

On Kosovo as an 
independent and equal 
unit in the framework of 
the Yugoslav Federation 
(Confederation) as 
an equal subject with 
the other units of the 
Federation (Confederation).



   Kosovo was declared 
an independent and 
sovereign Republic 
on 17 February 
2008, whereas 
the independance 
declared in 1991 
concerned securing 
the equal status 
within Yugoslavia. 
After the dissolution 
of Yugoslavia by the 
former-Yugoslav 
wars, in 2008 
Kosova declared its 
independance from 
Serbia.
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days – all those were forms of expressing resistance. 
Many of these ideas were initiated by alternative groups 
in the political sphere, the character of which was pro-
gressive, and at times, social democrat10.

In this period we note the emergence of women’s resis-
tance, again, recalling the aspect of interlinking with the 
power hierarchy. On 8 March 1990 –International Women’s 
Day, Albanian women, although only the ones who lived 
in the city of Prishtina, marched to protest against the sys-
tem in power, including the forced recruitment of Alba-
nians in the Yugoslav Army11. From January 1992 Yugosla-
via had begun its dissolution and the European Commu-
nity recognized the separation of Croatia and Slovenia12. 
Below we present some case studies from civic activism 
and participation of women in the 1990s in Kosovo.
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Learning results:
  Identifies political and civic circumstances in Kosovo in 1989.
   Analyses the attempts of the Albanians for equal rights in former Yugoslavia.
   Discusses the political engagement and social solidarity of the Albanians in the ‘90s.

 Duration: 1 x 45 min

ACTIVITY 1

Methodological instructions on 
how to use this material 

The teacher divides students into groups. The teacher asks from 
the groups to fill in the table below by identifying the political and 
social circumstances: 

Independent/parallel institutions:  
Civic mobilization and daily life   

1. Civic resistance Political resistance 

Time:
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ACTIVITY 2

ACTIVITY 3

The teacher asks the students to carefully read the basic text and 
respond to the following questions:

Discuss (about) the political and civic mobilization in Kosovo in the ‘90s.

Group 1:
1. Why did the need for resistance emerge?
2. What was meant by “special measures” for Kosovo?
3. What was the political organization of the Albanians under those circumstances?

Group 2:
1. Discuss the decision of the Assembly of Kosovo, dated 20.06.1990. 
2. What was the importance of this decision for (the) society?
3.  How many women were members of the Assembly, according to the signatures in the 

Declaration of Independence of 2 July 1990?

Group 3:
1. How do you envision the life of your peers during that period?
2. What were the active civic forms as a form of solidarity? 
3. What was the contribution of women under those political circumstances?
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Photo: Eliza Hoxha
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Civic activism and 
women in the 1990s: 
Case studies 

Blood Feud Reconciliations   

The period of 1990-1991 also coincides with a series of his-
torical events that were linked with one another, which in 
the Albanian historiography are known as the Movement 
for Blood Feud, Reconciliation in Kosovo. The purpose of 
the movement – given the real threats that the Albanian 
population in Yugoslavia was facing – was to initiate a cam-
paign to promote reconciliation between families, which, 
according to the customary law, known as the Lekë Duk-
agjini Canon, were either involved in blood-feuds or various 
other altercations, so that people would be united in the 
face of the newly created situation. 

This movement can be interpreted as a form of objection 
against the system, since the initiative as such, apart from 
being unifying, was also an initiative that countered divi-
sion as a strategy of stereotyping and dehumanization (we 
recall here the anti-Albanian discourse in the Serbian pub-
lic sphere during the ‘80s). The blood feud reconciliation 
movement emerged at a time when, as De Renzy empha-
sizes, Riza Krasniqi13,  a citizen of Deçan, because of the 
blood feud, could not participate in the protests against the 

   Blood Feud 
Reconciliation actions 
are mainly initiatives in 
societies that are divided 
by some conflict and 
that seek to recover from 
the burdens of such 
confict. The initiative 
of Babrak Karmalit in 
Afghanistan in 1985 for 
national reconciliation 
in the Afghan Civil War 
can be considered such 
an action. In Australia, 
reconciliation action 
concerned forgiveness/
conciliation between the 
indigenous (Aborigine) 
people and the Anglo-
speaking colonizers. 
Similar initiatives for 
reconciliation occurred 
in Rwanda after the 
genocide in 1994.



25WOMEN AND GENDER IN THE LAST TWO DECADES OF XX CENTURY IN KOSOVO 

system. The blood feud reconciliation process was aligned 
with the situation by enabling (the) active participation of 
as many citizens as possible in the resistance against the 
system. This movement was an initiative for (the) internal 
unification and thorough societal mobilization against the 
system. As Etemaj recalls, the initiators of the blood-feud 
reconciliation were subjected to persecution by the Po-
lice14,  which illustrates the method of how violence was 
used by the oppressive system that wanted to have every-
thing under (its) control. According to the leader of this ac-
tion, Anton Çetta, the blood-feud reconciliation campaign 
was a way towards the civil Albanian resistance, which had 
a more self-defense character than a unifying appeal to call 
the weapons to fight15. 

Some 500 youth and intellectuals, working in small teams, 
were engaged in the blood-feud reconciliation. The initial 
stage of the work involved small teams comprising stu-
dents in particular. These teams, these groups of students 
and intellectuals, would go and speak with the women of 
the families who were in blood feuds to convince them 
to forgive blood. According to Anton Çetta, these women 
played a “decisive, discrete role” in the decisions of other 
family members about blood forgiveness16. Hava Shala, a 
participant in the blood forgiveness, who was active in the 
resistance against the system, recalls a case when it was 
needed to negotiate with women about blood forgiveness: 
“The forgiveness was almost reached or “an oath was 
made to reconcile.” And then the men said, the men from 
the men’s chamber, that, “Even if we forgive it could be 
that the wife of the murdered and his children may not 
agree and may break our word, our oath.” And then, I re-
member being seated next to Myrvete and [..]. [thus] in 
other words, between Myrvete and professor Anton Çetta 
and I addressed Professor Anton in a somewhat lowered 

Discuss the role of 
women in the Blood Feud 
Reconciliation action.
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voice that, “Could Myrvete and I go to the wife, if it is so 
important to them?” It was of course important to us too, 
but for the first time men had started some kind of es-
chewing the order in the men’s chamber and we did not 
know whether it was fear that kept men from leaving (the 
chamber) or a pretext to not say the final positive word. 
And he said, “Men, we have two men-like strong women, 
two students” just like Professor Anton knew better how 
to say it. He said, “We would like to lighten your burden, 
and we would like to send these two to talk to the women 
so you do not have to bear that burden with the wife of 
the murdered”17 

“The door to our father’s house has been shut off forev-
er, there is nothing more tragic than that for us, and you 
know what it means to be a daughter without a father’s 
door to know on.” And I told her, “Yes, of course I do, that 
is why we came, and knowing this is hard, for sure there 
would be no need to come for easy things.” I said, “I want 
to ask you a question, and I want you to respond to me 
from the bottom of your heart.” I said, “If your brother had 
been alive today, for a moment, if I could give my soul to 
him and make it possible for him to give an answer today. 
And I would ask him today, would he rather seek revenge 
upon his blood… or would he rather forgive his blood for 
the interest of the future of this country, or would he al-
low his blood to go unavenged and remain dishonoured? 
How can unavenged blood-feuds remain dishonoured 
today?” And I remember that she [..]. [places her hand on 
her cheek] abruptly stood up from the bed, she sat down 
in fact, and “Ah,” she said, “you’ve placed me in a tight spot” 
she said, “but for the love of God, he was brave, a valorous 
young man he was.” I still get goose bumps when I re-
call that conversation. And she says, “I am sure he would 
forgive his own blood price.” Silence hung between us 

   Anton Çetta, 
Hava Shala and 
collaborators in 
the Blood Feud 
Reconciliation.   

Source: Oral History of Kosovo.
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for a moment, and she said, “Look, my daughter, go now. 
Take your friend and go home. I will speak to my sister. My 
daughter has said to me, ‘When I come back, I want to 
hear something good from you”, her daughter, the teacher. 
She says, “This is a done deal.” And she came out to see 
us off at the yard, she greeted me and Musa, the one who 
was very sick, and suddenly a force took her over (she 
smiles). And then her daughter came from Morina and for-
gave the blood price at Verat e Llukës.”18 

After discussions would take place separately in men’s 
chambers, the initiators of the blood-feud reconciliation 
talked to convince members of families in blood feuds 
and once the families expressed willingness to reconcile, 
such reconciliation was stated jointly in front of witness-
es19.  On 1 May 1990 the largest gathering of blood -feud 
forgiveness in front of witnesses was organized at Verat 
e Llukës near Deçan, where some 500 thousand people 
gathered, and this was reported in the free media. The 
Blood Feud Reconciliation Action started on 2 February 
1990 and concluded on 17 May 199020. 
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The Forum of the Democratic Woman (LDK)

The Forum of the Democratic Woman was established 
on 7 March 199021.  Women professionals and activists 
like Edita Tahiri, Luljeta Pula-Beqiri, Flora Brovina, Milajete 
Shala, Naxhije Buçinca and Edi Shukriu played an active 
role in the LDK activities. The Serbian propaganda, which 
labelled Albanian women as primitive, and who served as 
reproduction machines, irritated many citizens of Kosovo. 
A group of women activists decided to establish an orga-
nization to promote women’s rights. They established the 
Independent Association of Women, which started as an 
initiative with the signatures of 1300 women.  Later, this As-
sociation was transformed from a small organization into a 
general, social one and later joined the LDK22.  Although the 
group found the Forum already established, the inclusion 
of women activists in a political party in such large numbers 
signalled the strengthening of political action of women 
activists. The Forum was structured in a similar way to the 
LDK, i.e., it had branches in many villages, it had an assem-
bly, and various committees that functioned in parallel with 
the party committees23. 
The absence of a decisive role in the formal political struc-
tures became obvious for (the) women activists in the 
1990s. In relation to this, human rights activist and later 
ambassador Vjosa Dobruna recalls the situation:
 
The Forum of the Democratic Woman is nowadays one of 
the LDK structures organized in branches and sub-branch-
es. The Chairwoman of the Woman’s Forum is a member of 
the LDK Presidency24.

Discuss about the role of 
propaganda in creating 
gender and ethnic 
stereotypes in conflicts.

   “At the beginning of the 
“alternative movement” 
or “the parallel system”, 
women were very active 
and included in large 
numbers but while 
the system grew into 
an established way of 
life, women’s inclusion 
in decision-making 
positions within the 
movement decreased. 
Women represent 
half of the labour in 
the education system, 
more than half of the 
alternative health care 
system and the majority 
in the social services, 
yet they work in more 
or less subservient 
roles instead of having 
an active voice in the 
development of the 
society.”30
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Association “Nënë Tereza”

With the aggravation of the economic situation and the ex-
clusion of Albanians from the social welfare system and in 
response to the needs, the humanitarian organization “Nënë 
Tereza” was established in the first part of 1990, as an inde-
pendent association25.  The health care sector in Kosovo re-
ceived a heavy blow after the forceful measures by the Ser-
bian Government. According to Nietsch, some 8547 health 
care workers in Kosovo suffered from these measures26.  In the 
independent/parallel system of Kosovo, health care started 
to be organized around the humanitarian organization “Nënë 
Tereza”. At first, it had 239 general doctors, 140 specialists, and 
423 nurses working on voluntary basis at clinics established 
in some 86 privately owned houses around Kosovo. The idea 
was for the association to meet the sanitary and health care 
needs denied by the Serbian power27. 
In time, the association was transformed into a network of 
spaces that provided medical services as an independent/ 
parallel system for the Albanian population, which often did 
not feel safe, while receiving medical services from the public 
hospitals that operated in the 1990s. The majority of the med-
ical staff had lost their jobs in the public sector after the in-
stalment of forced measures, so they started to provide such 
services from privately owned houses. The connection with 
the association “Nënë Tereza” enabled many professionals 
to become part of a network providing medical services to 
Albanians and other communities. Throughout the decade 
of the 1990s, the network expanded with the establishment 
of 96 healthcare centres that operated in 25 municipalities. 
The association engaged in voluntary work (with) some 7000 
workers, including nurses and doctors28.   Students of med-
icine conducted their practice in the improvised spaces of 
outpatient clinics, on (a) voluntary basis29. 

   Humanitarian medical 
associations seek to 
provide medical services 
in countries affected by 
war and conflict and in 
countries where access 
to medical services is 
intentionally denied 
to certain groups. 
One broadly known 
organization with 
this scope of work is 
Médecins Sans Frontières 
(Mjekët pa kufij). 
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Association “Motrat Qiriazi” 

   A Hasi girl at the library

Source: Motrat Qiriazi

The Association “Motrat Qiriazi” was established in 1989 
by two sisters, Igballe and Safete Rogova, with the goal 
of increasing the education of women in rural areas. The 
association was named after the last name of Qiriazi sis-
ters, the first Albanian teachers who worked to educate 
Albanian girls at the end of XIX century.  At the start of its 
work, the association covered only the area of Has in Priz-
ren. Later, this association expanded its activity across the 
largest part of Kosovo.  The association was based on the 
idea that peaceful resistance and non-violence were the 
right approaches to counter the political situation in which 
the Kosovo Albanians found themselves. 
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Centre for the Protection of Women  
and Children 

In 1993, after being fired from their jobs at the National Li-
brary of Kosovo, Sevdije Ahmeti and Vjosa Dobruna estab-
lished the Centre for Protection of Women and Children, a 
non-governmental organization to aid mothers and chil-
dren, which also played a crucial role in documenting vio-
lation of human rights in Kosovo by the regime of Milošević. 
The reports of the Centre for the Protection of Women and 
Children were an important part of (the) international hu-
man rights organizations, such as Amnesty International 
etc. The Centre for the Protection of Women and Children 
became part of international networks on women and 
children’s rights and influenced in making international-
ly known the violations of human rights and freedoms in 
Kosovo. The Centre for the Protection of Women and Chil-
dren continues its activities to this day addressing issues 
concerning the welfare of women and children in Kosovo.

   Amnesty International 
is a non-governmental 
organization from the 
United Kingdom that acts 
to protect human rights. 
Its activists are especially 
focused in advocating for 
the protection of human 
rights anywhere and 
anytime they are violated 
by authoritarian states.
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Albanian education: School-houses  

The discriminatory politics of Serbia against the education 
system in Kosovo started in 1989 with the education that 
was segregated on a nationalism. As a result of this segre-
gation, physical segregation of schools ensued. The 1990s 
corresponded with the establishment of an independent 
/parallel education system for Kosovo Albanians. This in-
cluded political, economic, and welfare state institutions, 
and schools that functioned under the framework of the 
self-declared independence. The organization of Albanian 
schools within the independent/parallel system became 
a necessity in 1989 when the Serbian authorities imposed 
ethnic segregation at schools – Serb students should not 
be taught in the same classes or time as the Albanian 
ones34. The Albanian teachers did not obey the decision 
of Serbia and continued to teach in line with the Kosovo 
curriculum35.      

On 1 January 1991, the Serbian authorities stopped payment 
for Albanian teachers of high schools, and on 6 April 1991 for 
those of elementary schools. In May 1991, the Serbian govern-
ment decided to close down half of the high schools for Alba-
nians and increase the number of Serbian students. In August 
1991, the Serbian authorities fired 6,000 teachers, principals 
and vice-principals of high schools. The start of the academic 
year 1991–1992 found all Albanian teachers expulsed from 
the education system, whereas the school entrances were 
blocked by police forces. This incited Kosovo-wide protests36  
and the re-organization of education in school-houses. From 
1992-1999, some 3000 houses and other privately owned 
spaces were transformed into schools and university audi-
toriums. The University of Prishtina and all its academic units 

   Closing down of 
schools in Kosovo. 

Source: Newspaper Bujku, 3 
September 1991, front page. 

Discuss why were Kosovo 
Albanians forced to 
organize school-houses 
instead of schools in 
public buildings. 
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conducted work in 250 privately owned buildings37. 
Initially, education staff worked without pay. In 1993, educa-
tion workers started to receive a payment of 20 Germans 
Marks which increased in 1997 to 150-160 German Marks 
for elementary and secondary education and 180 German 
Marks for higher education38. The establishment of the ed-
ucation system outside of the Serbian curriculum also im-
plied that Albanian teachers would act as units within the 
institutions of an independent Kosovo. This was important 
to Albanians as it represented the challenge to the oppres-
sion from the Serbian regime. 

In the 1990s the number of students in high schools and 
universities decreased. At the University of Prishtina, 
from 19.620 in 1991-1992, the number of students for the 
academic year 1996-1997 fell to 13,805 students. From a 
gender perspective, this decrease was different. In high 
schools, there were more girls who dropped out than boys, 
whereas in university, there were more boys dropping out 
due to employment or leaving the country after being 
drafted to serve in the Yugoslav army39. 

   Students at class at 
school-houses.

Source: Shyqeri Obërtinca 

   Students at class at 
school houses.

Source: Shyqeri Obërtinca 
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Learning results: 
  Identify initiatives of civic activities in the ‘90s.
   Analyse women’s initiatives in organizations and institutions in the ‘90s.
   Discuss the solidarity and activism of women in the ‘90s.  

 Time: 1x45 min.

ACTIVITY 1

Methodological instructions on 
how to use the material 

The teacher divides the students into groups. The teacher asks the 
groups to fill in the table below about:

Civic activism and women in the 1990s: 
Case studies 

No. Initiative Purpose 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

1.  Blood feud reconciliation 
2.  The Forum of Democratic Woman (LDK)
3.  Association “Nёnë Tereza”
4.  Association “Motrat Qiriazi”
5.  The Centre for Protection of Women and Children 
6.  Albanian education: School-houses
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ACTIVITY 2

ACTIVITY 3

The teacher asks the students to carefully read the basic text and 
answer the questions:

Discuss and analyse how important was the solidarity and organization 
of the Albanians in school-houses based on the following questions:

Group 1:
1. What role did women play in the Blood Feud Reconciliation Movement in Kosovo?
2.  Assess the role of Hava Shala and her collaborators in the Blood Feud Reconciliation 

Movement in Kosovo.
3. Discuss the responsibility of women in the reconciliation process and the decision for forgiveness.

Group 2:
1. Who were the women the Forum of Woman (LDK) comprised of?
2.  How did the women organize the Forum of Woman (LDK) and did they have equal inclusion in 

LDK decision-making?
3.  Compare the importance of women in politics back then and now.

Group 3:
1. How did the need for establishing the humanitarian charity association “Nënë Tereza” arise?
2. What contribution did the association “Motrat Qiriazi” give to the peaceful resistance?
3.  What was the impact of documenting the violations of human rights by the Centre for the 

protection of Women and Children?

1.  Why were Albanian students and teachers excluded from school buildings in the’90s in 
Kosovo?

2.  What motivated the Albanian students to continue education in school-houses?  

Discuss and analyse how important was the solidarity and organization 
of the Albanians in school-houses based on the following questions:
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Photo: Eliza Hoxha
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Shifting the paradigm of 
resistance  

The increased violence exerted by the Serbian regime and 
the lack of appropriate tackling of the situation in Kosovo 
in the Dayton agreement in 1995 drove a larger number of 
people to abandon the peaceful resistance40.  
This changed approach towards the political situation drove 
many women to re-evaluate how they expressed their ac-
tivism against the occupation system. However, the political 
activity of many women – who would later join the armed 
resistance – was a continuation of their participation in ille-
gal movements, which were dissident ones (which means 
one movement against an established official system) 
against the Yugoslav regime. Those movements worked to 
advance the national cause of the Albanians in Yugoslavia. 
One element that characterized their participation in these 
activities was the liberation from gender expectations and 
roles that were being imposed in a patriarchal society.
Breaking out of the tradition was a key challenge for the 
women. It was not unusual for them to be stigmatized once 
they left those roles behind. On the other hand, participa-
tion in illegal movements was closely linked with the family 
circle in which those girls had grown up. It was not unusual 
for young Albanian girls to have strong national sentiments 
if their family was involved in activities of opposition move-
ments, which in itself made it easier for them to get involved 
in the national cause, this being a type of activism that had 
an emancipating effect. 

   The Dayton Agreement 
of 1995 was a peace 
agreement signed by 
the presidents of Serbia, 
Croatia, and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 



39WOMEN AND GENDER IN THE LAST TWO DECADES OF XX CENTURY IN KOSOVO 

The women who took part in the opposing movements had 
the sentiment of being liberated from the expectations of a 
patriarchal society, a sentiment that was replicated among 
women who participated in the armed resistance. Unlike 
the development of political polarisations between the 
peaceful resistance and the armed one – which emerged 
as two opposing battalions at the end of the 1990s, solidarity 
among women, despite how they expressed their activism, 
was visibly larger than that of men. This is closely linked with 
the manner of women’s activation in the 1990s in general. 
This method of activation gave rise to the sentiment that 
women were fighting for a double cause – liberation from 
the expectations of a patriarchal society and liberation from 
the Serbian regime. Thus, even though the manner in which 
these two fought was not common, what was common any-
ways was the liberation from patriarchy, this being a trans-
national and universal effort for gender equality. 

Below we present a broader mobilization of women and 
their protests against the police and military violence ex-
erted by Milošević’s regime. 

Women’s protests in Kosovo in 1998  

With the scaling up of state repression at that time, women re-
sponded to the mass mobilization against violence, for peace.  

   Emancipatory activism 
seeks to highlight and 
fight practices and 
policies that oppress 
certain social strata 
and groups, while 
working to achieve 
equality between the 
oppressed groups and 
the privileged ones.
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The protest of 2 March 1998, according to the 
newspaper Bujku, was organized as follow:

“Only twenty minutes sufficed from the moment the Ger-
man radio broadcast the information for nearly ten thou-
sand women to gather in front of the American Office to 
protest against war, terror, and massacres that the invading 
Serbian forces were exerting against the innocent Albanian 
population in Drenica. The initiative for this protest was tak-
en by the League of Albanian Women of Kosovo (LGSH). 
Flora Brovina, Chairwoman of the LGSH, addressed the 
mass saying that, ‘this protest was organized because of 
the massacre that is ongoing for a long time in Drenica. 
Drenica is ours, and therefore, what happens in Drenica, 
happens all over Kosovo,’ said Flora Brovina.”41 

Similar protests were organized in other cities of Kosovo42.  
Meanwhile, on 10 March, more than 10 thousand women 
gathered in “Nënë Tereza” Square in Prishtina to light can-
dles to commemorate the victims of the violence by the 
Serbian police43.

Source: Newspaper Bujku, 9 March 
1998, page 2.
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The White Paper protest: 8 March 1998

Meanwhile, on 8 March 1998, some 50 thousand women pro-
tested in front of the United States of American Information 
Service Office in Prishtina. The women who protested held 
white papers and stayed silent. According to the newspaper 
Bujku, the women protesters demanded:
“We call upon the United Nations and the Security Council 
to immediately protect us, as we are an endangered people. 
We invite the United States of America, a friendly state, to ex-
pedite intervention. We invite the European Union to urgently 
re-examine its position towards Kosovo. We demand urgent-
ly the opening of a corridor that would enable us to help the 
population in Drenica with medications, bread, and clothes. 
We are pro-peace, and with our white papers we show the 
world that we enjoy no rights and that we have to write our 
own rights with peace, and not with blood, reads the silent 
protest declaration.”’44 

That was a powerful message directed to international 
observers, and, at the same time, an image that portrayed 
the strength of the Albanian women through their silence 
and resistance45.  The date of the protest, 8 March, the In-
ternational Day of Women, bears special significance, be-
cause the war that was being waged gave two messages: 
liberation from state violence, and an end to the violation of 
women’s rights. 

   The White Paper 
protest: 8 March 1998

Photo: Eliza Hoxha

   The White Paper 
protest: 8 March 1998

Photo: Eliza Hoxha

Discuss why it was 
named The White Paper 
Protest and what did the 
protesters seek to achieve 
with that protest?
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The protest “Bread for Drenica”: 16 March 1998

Another protest that left a huge mark and had a powerful 
– both media and moral – effect on the sufferings of fel-
low citizens in rural areas in Kosovo was the protest “Bread 
for Drenica”, held on 16 March 1998. Women started from 
the American Culture Centre and marched towards Fushë 
Kosova to go to Drenica. Participant and women’s rights 
activist Igballe Rogova, describes the protest as follows:

“As we marched outside of Prishtina, the Serbian police forc-
es accompanied us the entire time. It was the beginning of 
spring, and there was wind. But we did not feel the wind, as 
we were surrounded by a crowd of ten thousand women, 
girls, and some men who had joined us. When we reached 
Fushë Kosova, some six kilometres from Prishtina, we saw 
the Serbian police had formed a cordon that blocked the 
road. They would not let us pass. I remember how Edita Ta-
hiri shouted at them: “Drenica needs food!” They paid no at-
tention to us and refused to move. The organizers discussed 
whether we should insist on marching forward but since the 
police officers were heavily armed, we decided that would 
be very dangerous. Eventually, after they stayed there for a 
while, shouting, we decided there was no other way but to 
return to Prishtina.

On our way back, we went to the International Red Cross 
Office in Prishtina, and we left the bread outside of their 
office. That too, was a symbolic act to tell them they were 
supposed to bring food to the people in need in Drenica. 
Then, we proceeded to the American Culture Centre. Some 
of us met there with some American officials. We started to 
sing quietly “Bread for Drenica”. The whole time, the Serbian 

   The protest “Bread 
for Drenica”: 16 March 
1998

Photo: Eliza Hoxha
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   The protest “Bread 
for Drenica”: 16 March 
1998

Photo: Eliza Hoxha

police surrounded us and threatened us. But our song was 
getting stronger all the time. We managed to draw (the) in-
ternational attention to what was happening in Kosovo, es-
pecially using the media. The photographs from that power-
ful march were shared worldwide, making the international 
actors more aware that a scenario, similar to that in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, was taking place in Kosovo. I believe that 
although we were prevented from bringing bread to Dren-
ica, we brought hope. We contributed to drawing (the) in-
ternational attention to our suffering and to encourage the 
eventual intervention”46.

This is how some other sources recall the protest “Bread 
for Drenica”:
“Some 12,000 women carrying bread started a predeter-
mined march of 50 kilometres from Prishtina towards the 
surrounded area of Drenica. The bread that women were 
holding symbolized the basic needs of humans that were 
unmet. Although the Serbian police sent them back to Pr-
ishtina, the highly visual demonstration managed to gain 
the attention of the international media. Later, on 25 March 
1998, women organized another demonstration calling for 
a “peaceful divorce” from Serbia”47. 

The newspaper Bujku reported about the protest with an 
article under the title: “Bread in front of the barrels of the 
violators.” In this reporting, statements of some participants 
took central place:
“We are not demonstrators, but women, mothers, and sis-
ters who want to go to Drenica to bring bread to the moth-
ers and children who are isolated there”.48’ 
Similar protests were organized in Gllogoc (nowadays Dre-
nas), Klina and Vushtrri.49 

Discuss why was the 
protest called Bread for 
Drenica?
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Women as chroniclers and documenters of 
violations of human rights and freedoms  

The Council for the Defence of Human Rights and Free-
doms (CDHRF), established in Prishtina by the end of 1989, 
was one of the first civil society organizations that brought 
together intellectuals and human rights activists in Kosovo. 
In the 1990s, CDHRF played a key role in documenting hu-
man rights violations in Kosovo by the regime of Slobodan 
Milošević. The CDHRF kept population of Kosovo and world 
opinion informed of the violations of human rights and free-
doms in Kosova. The CDHRF documented such violations 
of human rights through a large network of activists across 
Kosovo. Women were active participants in documenting 
human rights violations and police and military violence. A 
CDHRF activist recalls,

   “women activists were 
the first ones on the 
scene to document 
violence, murder, 
and violations of 
human rights. It was 
less dangerous for 
women to move from 
one place to another 
because they were 
not suspected as 
activists of human 
rights by the regime 
of Milošević. When we 
assessed there was 
greater danger for 
male colleagues, we 
would go to the scene 
to document human 
rights violations, 
murders, beatings, 
looting, etc.”
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Women in the armed resistance  

In the Kosovo war 1998-1999 the military and police vio-
lence by the Milošević regime was directed against the 
civilians. In this way, Albanian civilians fell arbitrary prey to 
the violence. Under such circumstances, the armed resis-
tance, incited by police and military violence of the regime 
of Milošević, was carried out in a guerrilla manner.  Under 
such circumstances of war, there was room for women to 
be part of the resistance, without obeying the mould of tra-
ditional gender roles. Apart from their active participation in 
other war dimensions, women’s participation in the armed 
resistance was not limited to the literal sense of the word. 
The establishment of safe networks to transport refugees 
from the war zones, the transportation of the wounded us-
ing improvised medical ambulances, the transportation of 
basic material for the attacked civilians, and even the trans-
portation of weapons testify the participation of women in 
various forms in the armed resistance. 

Source: https://gazetainfokus.com
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We should recall the fact that many of the women who 
were active in the 1990s established the necessary net-
works to ensure support and care for many civilians who 
were expelled or wounded by the Serbian police and army. 
This form of engagement transformed their defensive re-
sistance into an active one. Many women put themselves 
in danger exactly because of their activities. The contin-
uation of activities to emancipate women and raise their 
awareness of their rights in the 1990s had a direct effect in 
creating an atmosphere of collaboration at the most crit-
ical moments forAlbanians in Kosovo, and sparked a sen-
timent of solidarity between women, strengthening their 
resistance in many ways. 

   Participation of 
women in the 
resistance was often 
linked with their 
social and political 
position. Many women 
became part of the 
Kosovo Liberation 
Army (KLA) and were 
active participants in 
the fight for liberation. 
The most significant 
examples of women’s 
participation in the 
armed resistance are 
names like: Gjevё 
Lladrovci, Fitnete 
Ramosaj, Mimoza 
Shala, Hyrë Emini and 
many, many others. 
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Learning results: 
   Identify some of the women’s protests in the ‘90s.
   Analyse the effect and goal of women’s activism in the local and international aspects. 
   Appreciate women’s contribution in conflict circumstances during the ‘90s. 

 Duration: 1x45 min.

ACTIVITY 1

Methodological instructions on 
how to use the material 

The teacher divides students into groups and asks the groups to fill 
in the table below, referring to the material about:

Shifting the paradigm of resistance 

Political aspects Civic aspects Gender inclusion Solidarity and 
enthusiasm 

1.  Protests of 2 March 1998
2.  White Paper Protests: 8 March 1998
3.  Protests “Bread for Drenica”: 16 March 1998
4.  Women chroniclers and documenters of the violation of human rights and freedoms 
5.  Women in the armed resistance  

Time:
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ACTIVITY 2

ACTIVITY  3

The teacher asks the students to carefully read the basic text and 
respond to the questions:

Discuss (about) the inclusion of women in the armed 
resistance, responding to the questions below:

Group 1:
1. What demands, and symbolisms did the protests organized by women activists had?
2. What was the local and international effect of the requests of women activists in these protests?
3. How do you assess the courage of these women activists under the war circumstances? Please argue!

Group 2:
1.  What was the purpose of the women’s protest on 2 March in front of the international 

community in Prishtina, and how did this organization echo?
2. What was the message of the white papers at the protest of 8 March 1998?
3. Discuss why the protest was called “Bread for Drenica”?

Group 3:
1. Apart from the protests, what were the other engagements of women activists to call for peace?
2.  How important was it to document violations of human rights, and police and military 

violence, and why?
3. What did the CDHRF activists say about the engagement of women in their/ documentation?

1.  While discussing, please assess the text within the quotation marks “The establishment of 
safe networks to transport refugees from the war zones, the transportation of the wounded using 
improvised medical ambulances, the transportation of basic materials for the attacked civilians, and 
the transportation of weapons testify the participation of women in the resistance in various forms. 
Participation of women in the resistance was often linked to their social and political position.”

2.  During the class on “peaceful and armed resistance in Kosovo, in the ‘90s”, which were the 
events that made the most impression on you, and why?
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5
Chapter

Source: Association "Motrat Qiriazi"
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Learning history from a 
gender perspective  

Gender and women continue to be invisible in the 
teaching of history. The absence of women role 
models in history, and the silence around gender 
and gender perspective in constructing historical 
accounts and institutionalized history are noted in 
textbooks, museums, memorials, and commem-
orative sites. Therefore, the gender perspective in 
the teaching of history addresses women’s invis-
ibility in history textbooks. In fact, a gender per-
spective is aimed at being spread in all textbooks 
and school materials in Kosovo because the elimi-
nation of gender stereotypes is important for qual-
ity education50. 

Gender is a social construct and at the same 
time, a historical category. For a long time, 
women historians have emphasized the lack 
of gender perspective in the subject of history 
and have “provided examples through the cen-
turies and countries to dispute contemporary 
claims that women, due to their physique and 
psychological temperament, are weaker, more 
passive, less rational, and more emotional than 
men”51 ,and that as such, they are not consid-
ered subjects of history. 
Gender perspective in the teaching of history ex-
amines the gender dynamics in the production 
of history, brings bringing to our attention women 

as citizens with full rights, as activists and partici-
pants in political, economic, and social develop-
ments. Therefore, the initial question in the teach-
ing of history from a gender perspective is: How 
is history produced, and which are the dynamics 
that make gender and women invisible in history?  

As Michel-Rolph Trouillot argues, “history is the 
fruit of power and power is never as transpar-
ent so that its analysis becomes unnecessary.”52  
This precondition coincides also with the gen-
der perspective and the teaching of history be-
cause gender perspective unfolds the silences 
throughout history. According to Trouillot, “silence 
enters in the process of history production at four 
key moments: when facts are created (finding 
the sources); when facts are collected (archiving); 
when facts are extracted (building narratives) and 
when their importance is seen retrospectively 
(making history at the last instance).53  Gender 
perspective “enables us to understand why not 
all silences are equal and why they cannot be 
addressed – or improved – in the same way”54  
Therefore, gender perspective in the teaching of 
history addresses silence about women’s partic-
ipation in social, political and economic process-
es, and the impact of silence on the society and 
collective memory.



51WOMEN AND GENDER IN THE LAST TWO DECADES OF XX CENTURY IN KOSOVO 

No history is complete. History is incomplete. 
Gender offers previously unknown historical per-
spectives55  about the flow of history. A lesson of 
the past is partial if the experiences of women and 
men or ideas about masculinity and femininity 
are not taken as (a) basis. Therefore, (the) gender 
perspective acknowledges women as histori-
cal subjects. However, (the) gender perspective 
of history is not a synonym for women’s stories 
although (the) women’s stories are the starting 
point. History is shaped and influenced by gen-
der. Gender references, metaphors, and rhetoric 
go beyond the descriptions of relations between 
men and women not only as distinction but also 
as (an) unfolding of power relations.56 

Gender theories and the movement of women 
aim (for) equality between women and men in 
politics, economy, and society. Women’s expe-
riences and voices should be deemed a contri-
bution to institutionalized history because they 
complete the mosaic of the past. Furthermore, 
as gender historians affirm, “history does not re-
construct an unmediated past but actively pro-
duces visions of the past” […] and emphasizes dif-
ferences between women within the concept of 
‘women.’ itself.’”57  

In this manual, with the purpose of learning the 
history of the last two decades of XX century 
in Kosovo, some of the questions that serve as 
starting points with regard to (the) gender per-
spective in the history of said period, would be 
the following: 

   What are the events and actors that are repre-
sented?

   What are the existing narratives? Who are the 
key bearers of those narratives?

   How is gender represented? How are women 
represented?  

   Which forms did women’s activism take? 
   How is women’s activism represented?
   How is women’s activism recalled? 
   How did gender understanding change in these 
two decades at the end of XX century?

   What were the dominating representations of 
women and men and what were the associated 
images?   

Raising these questions seeks to construct a 
gender-aware history, an institutional history that 
brings gender to the centre of analysis of histor-
ical events and provides explanations as to why 
gender and women remain untold and unwritten 
stories in the history. The gender perspective ex-
amines narratives of the past and offers valuable 
opportunities to complete (the) history. Further, 
(the) gender perspective brings an analysis of the 
reasons why women were excluded from history. 
Gender attention on and at women not only pro-
vides new information but also renders visible the 
limitations of history written from a single point 
of view58,  thus opening the way to the multiper-
spective approach in teaching history.
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Learning results: 
  Understand gender perspective in teaching history.
   Compare gender approaches in teaching history.
  Acknowledge the position of women in building the history of Kosovo.

 Time: 1x45 min.

ACTIVITY 1

Methodological instructions how 
to use the material 

The teacher writes in the centre of the table: “Peaceful and armed 
resistance in Kosovo in the ‘90s”

Learning history from a gender perspective  

Peaceful and armed resistance in Kosovo in the ‘90s

Role of women Role of men
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ACTIVITY 2

ACTIVITY 3

The teacher asks the students to read carefully the basic text and 
answer the following questions:

Students present their viewpoints on learning history through the 
gender perspective.

Group 1:
1. How is gender perspective represented and how is women’s activism in history represented?
2. What are the existing narratives? Who are the key bearers of those narratives?
3. What are the stories and key personalities in history lessons?

Group 2:
1.  What forms did women’s activism take during the “Peaceful and armed resistance in Kosovo 

during the ‘90s”?
2.  How are women’s engagement and contribution in the ‘90s recalled?
3.  How did gender understanding change during the last two decades of XX century?

Group 3:
1. How do you understand gender representation during history teaching?
2.  How did women’s engagement and contribution during the “Peaceful and armed resistance 

in Kosovo during the ‘90s” impact (the) society?
3.  What impact did the last war in Kosovo have on gender representation in decision-making 

institutions?
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Annex #1 Glossary  

Gender
Means socially constructed roles attributed to women and men. Gender is an acquired and 
learned identity, which goes through changes in time, and changes within and along cultures.

Sex
(This) Means biological characteristics that define females and males.

Gender roles 
Gender roles are attributed to women and men and change based on the social and economic, 
political status, and cultural context. Gender roles are influenced by age, class, and ethnicity. 
Gender roles are socially learned, negotiated, and disputed. Gender roles are contextual and 
changeable. 

Conflict
Relates to politics, power, a dispute among actors, peace-making, and reconstruction of institutions. 

Gender-based violence 
Means all acts of violence that result or are likely to result in injury or physical, sexual, psycholog-
ical, social or economic suffering based on gender, including threats for such acts, coercion or 
arbitrary deprivation from freedom, whether this occurs in the public or private sphere.
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Gender stereotypes 
Are generalized viewpoints or prejudice related to features or characteristics pertaining to or that 
should pertain to roles that are carried out or would be carried out by women and men.

Femininity 
Refers to behaviours, roles, and relationships between women in society, and the meaning at-
tributed to those..

Masculinity  
Refers to behaviours, roles, and relationships between men in society, and the meaning attribut-
ed to those.

Paradigm
Means a perspective, a group of ideas, a form, a model, standard..

Transnational  
That transcends national borders.

Genocidal
Perpetrator or guilty of genocide.

Segregation 
Forced division based on racial or ethnic group.

Narrative
Derives from the Latin language narrare, to recount a story. A narrative means the practice of 
representing events alongside a specific system of values.  A narrative is a story, a recounting of 
social events.   
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